                                                    Children's  Ministry Committee Minutes

                                                                   October 21, 2009

Our Vision: We will prepare our children to go out into the world as Christians.

Attendees:  Cathy Black , elder; Lauren Balletto, Rachel Boeckenhauer ; Sandy Dwyer ;Linda Smith- Gregory.,Sunday School Superintendent. Pastor Caressa Murray.

.

 The meeting  was opened with prayer ; a devotional titled Grandfather Fish .Scripture reading was Matthew 7-7.   God answers prayer. Sometimes, the answers are not what we expect so do not acknowledge them.  

Birth to Three Ministry

  Mommy and Me Group continues to meet weekly Saturday mornings. They are starting a blog to maximize communication between families. 

Sunday School/Children's Chapel 

 .Consensus  supported that the PreK/ K  class continue to go upstairs for large group but be more closely supervised by the shepherds. We now have the volunteers for Worship and Story leaders for  Children's Chapel for once a month rotation by each.  Children's Chapel attendance has been consistently 10-15 children Sunday Curriculum  outline for November , December  and January was distributed and approved. Advent curriculum will be developed by Pastor Caressa and Linda and focus  on  different character's perspective. On December 13 th children will have their own Celebration of carols with stations  during both services. JAM, Wednesday night's Jesus and me program, from 6:30- 7:30 pm  has 6-8 weekly participants. We are in need of Adult volunteers to assist and more growth.

Children's Ministry  t – shirts

Linda suggested we get WPC Children's Ministry t-shirts printed . This way the children would have WPC t-shirts to wear for special events. Linda will research images and e mail choices to members for voting. Caressa has a contact that she uses for the youth t shirts. 

Upcoming Intergenerational Sunday School

CMT  supports a time of fellowship after a light continental breakfast on December 27th for intergenerational Sunday School.. This is usually a light attending Sunday.  CMT will provide the drinks. 

The following Sunday will be Epiphany. Children's Ministry will lead this event with our focus being the meaning behind the Twelve days of Christmas. Cathy will bring these suggestions forward at the next Christian Nurture meeting.

Saturday Family Fellowship

November's Family Fellowship activity has been changed to a Potluck fellowship and Games evening November 14th from 5:30- 7:30 pm. Lauren and Cathy will organize this event. We have put in a request for youth  childcare assistance for this evening .Children will be making Christmas cards for December's visit to a local nursing facility. Our December Fellowship Event will be Sunday  December 13th from 4:00- 6:00 pm  for caroling in the community including a visit to Regency Village. There will be refreshments in Bouton Hall upon our return. The congregation is welcome to join us for this festive activity . Saturday November 21st the youth will be providing childcare from 9:00- 2:00 pm so parents can have a Christmas shopping day. 

Children and Youth Safety Commission-

This commission  is one meeting away from completing  the WPC Child Protection Policy. This comprehensive document is waiting input from an attorney. 

Communications

Tacy King, , Linda and Sandy will work on putting together a monthly WPC Children's newsletter for families. They are targeting January as a start up month. Linda will check to see if the WPC website can be more user friendly to reach the Children's pages. This team will discuss the need for weekly or by weekly emails to parents to keep families informed. Sarah Frey has agreed to assist in any way from home. CMT approved the WPC Children's Ministry  brochure.

Children's Library

The bibles purchased with the $100.00 memorial gift were displayed to members. Dedication labels were placed in each book. CMT  agreed that the Children's library books can be signed out for two weeks. We are looking for a volunteer library assistant to re shelf and monitor returning of books. We need to put together a signing out policy for the books.  Furniture;  and a pull down screen  were purchased with another Children's library memorial donation. The Children's Library / Music Room is a multi functional  room where Children's Chapel is also held.

Operation Christmas Boxes

Sandy gave a presentation on Operation Christmas Box, a program through the Samaritan's Purse organization ..She has participated in this wonderful program for years.  For 2009, since boxes are due mid November we will share the information for individual family participation. We would like to take this activity on  as a Children's Ministry mission project in 2010 getting children and families involved collecting earlier in the year. Cathy will share this  request with WPC Mission committee.

Meeting was closed with prayer by Sandy Dwyer

 Next Meeting is November 18 , 2009. 

Respectfully Submitted by Cathy Black, Children's Ministry Elder

